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" M.D.R. Evans  and Jonathan Kelley. 2011.
 “US Attitudes Towards Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research.” Nature Biotechnology 29(6):484-488.

www.international-survey.org
contacts: mariah@international-survey.org
kelley@international-survey.org

Copyright (c) 1992-2011 by Jonathan Kelley and M.D.R. Evans

Citation: 

Kelley, Jonathan and M.D.R. Evans. 2011. "International Social Science Survey/USA Stem Cells 2009: Codebook, Programming, and Machine-readable data file". Downloaded from www.international-survey.org

This document has the question wording (in plain text) and the answer categories (in smaller green text). Variable names are in red text. 

In the data itself, answers are coded numerically beginning with "1".  Thus, the answers:

Yes!!

Yes

??

No

No!!

are punched:

1

2

3

4

5

Missing data are always coded –1.

Only questions used in our paper "American attitudes towards human embryonic stem cell research" are included in this codebook, together with some further demographic questions that might be of interest.

These variables are in general NOT suitable for analysis because of the missing data (‑1 codes) and sometimes for other reasons. Variables suitable for analysis are created in the accompanying Stata command files, which also provide programming for all  the analyses in the Nature Biotechnology paper. Variables suitable for analysis mostly have the same name as raw variables except that they end in "Q" or "9". 

The survey was conducted on-line. This is the introductory screen:

International Social Science Survey

International Social Science Survey

- Academic, scientific, unbiased

- Director: Professor Jonathan Kelley

- Founded 1984 in Canberra, Australia

- www.international-survey.org
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This survey is mainly about attitudes toward medical research using stem cells. A lot of this is new, complicated, and surprising. We will explain everything carefully, but it is a hard survey and a long one, no doubt about that. But please try – what you think is important.

>> We just want your opinion, your best guess.

We will start with a little about science and genetic engineering as background, then cloning and stem cells in detail, and then on to some of the things that shape attitudes on these issues.  The survey ends with a few background items and a handful of other questions just for fun. 

>> Enjoy the survey. And thank you very much for helping!

WHO WE ARE

The ISSS is a nation-wide survey conducted by academic researchers. It is devoted primarily to academic research in sociology, economics, and public policy. It is non-profit and is not connected with any business or political party.

The IsssA was founded in 1984. We were originally at the University of Melbourne and the Australian National University and are now in the US. This is our 19th national survey. We have been surveying public opinion on stem cells since 1993.

Science

...etc...

Genetic engineering

...etc...

Cloning animals or people

Scientists can now make clones -- baby animals that are exact genetic copies of an adult. This is how it works:

· BEGIN with a fertilized egg. For humans this is likely to be a spare embryo from an IVF program which would otherwise be thrown away.

· REMOVE the original genes.

· REPLACE them with genes from the person to be cloned.

· GROW the fertilized egg in the lab for a few days into an early embryo, little ball of cells.

· IMPLANT the embryo in the womb of a surrogate mother where it develops into a baby. The baby is the donor’s identical twin, except for the difference in age.

Answer categories for all these questions:

Yes!!

Yes

??

No

No!!

Do you approve of …

caEndgr a. Cloning endangered animals?

caFarm b. Cloning the best farm animals to improve breeding stock – for example, cloning a superb dairy bull?

chKid c. Cloning a child killed in a traffic accident?

chAdult d. Cloning a child that is a copy of its father or mother?

Cloning stem cells for medical use

Cloning can be used to grow stem cells to cure patients with cancer or other serious diseases. Today nearly all stem cell therapies are new and highly experimental. Cures are a hope for the future, not yet a reality. 

But these stem cells are amazing; they can be grown into blood cells, or brain cells, or anything else. A great advantage of cloning is that there is no risk of the cells being rejected, because they are grown from the patient's own genes.

· BEGIN with a fertilized egg, usually a spare embryo from an IVF program.

· REMOVE the original genes.

· REPLACE them with genes from the patient.

· GROW the fertilized egg in the lab for a few days into an early embryo, a little ball of cells.

· DESTROY it and remove the stem cells growing inside it.

· GROW the new cells in the laboratory, making lots of the type needed. 

· TRANSPLANT the new cells into the patient, to cure them.

Answer categories for all these questions:

Yes!!

Yes

??

No

No!!

Would you approve using stem cells cloned this way...…

ctHrt a. To replace cells destroyed in a heart attack, for a patient dying of heart disease?

ctPara b. To cure someone paralyzed in an accident, by repairing their spinal cord?

ctAllrg d. To cure severe dust and pollen allergies – approve?

ctSkin j. How about using cloned cells to create new skin, to restore someone’s youthful appearance?  

ctCancr f. To replace cancerous cells, for a person dying of blood cancer – approve?

...

Growing stem cells without cloning

Scientists can also grow stem cells without cloning... 

· BEGIN with a fertilized egg, usually a spare embryo from an IVF program.

· GROW the embryo in the lab for a few days until it is a little ball of cells.

· DESTROY it and remove the stem cells growing inside it.

· GROW the new cells in the laboratory, making lots of the type needed. 

· TRANSPLANT the new cells into the patient, which may cure them.

· UNFORTUNATELY the patient's body sometimes rejects these cells because they have someone else's genes. If that happens, the patient is not cured.

Answer categories for all these questions:

Yes!!

Yes

??

No

No!!

1. Do you approve of using stem cells made this way...…

cnHrt a. To replace cells destroyed in a heart attack, if this would certainly save the patient?

cnSkin c. Using cloned cells to create new skin, to restore someone’s youthful appearance?

cnAllrg d. To cure severe dust and pollen allergies?

cnCancr e. To replace cancerous cells, for a person dying of blood cancer  – approve? 

2. In developing stem cells like these, there are some ETHICAL questions about which embryos from IVF programs should be used... 

Yes!!

Yes

??

No

No!!

cethSpare a. SPARE embryos developed for the fertility treatment but no longer needed. They would normally be  destroyed. Should the mother be allowed to donate them for research instead?

cethDonate b. If she wants to, should a mother be allowed to create EXTRA embryos to donate for research?

corgPay 3a. Suppose British scientists create an important line of stem cells from embryos they paid for – something that is allowed in Britain but forbidden in the US. Is it ETHICALLY acceptable for Americans to do research using those stem cells?

Allowed!!  – Definitely allowed

Allowed – Probably allowed

?? – Mixed feelings, not sure

Not – Probably not allowed

Not!! – Definitely not allowed 

Stem cells from an adult

Recently, scientists have learned how to take cells from an adult and reprogram them to act much like stem cells from an embryo. They do this by inserting copies of three or four particular genes in an adult cell, which triggers a whole series of changes. This is very promising. But it is also very new, not well understood, and occasionally the new cells become cancerous. 

1. Would you approve of using cells like this...…

Yes!!

Yes

??

No

No!!

cipsHrt a. To replace cells destroyed in a heart attack?

cipsAllrg b. To cure severe dust and pollen allergies – approve?

cipsSkin c. To create new skin, to restore someone’s youthful appearance?

cipsCancr d. To replace cancerous cells, for a person dying of blood cancer – if this would certainly save them?

Who should do this research?

...etc...

Transplants

...etc...

Moral guidance

When new medical treatments are first developed – like the ones we just talked about – there is often a controversy about whether they are morally right. 

In deciding whether it is right to allow these treatments, who would you believe...

Believe!! 

Believe 

?? 

Not 

Not!!

mrlEthC a. A government Ethics Committee set up to decide what is right?

mrlMD b. A committee of medical doctors – believe?

mrlYou1st c. Your own first impression, your "gut reaction"?

mrlPope d. The Catholic Church and the Pope?

mrlABC e. The Archbishop of Canterbury, leaders of the Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians – believe?

mrlFund f. Leaders of the Baptists, Churches of Christ, Assemblies of God, Nazarenes, Pentecostals?

mrlNIH g. The National Institutes of Health (NIH) – the main medical research institution in the US – believe them?

mrlYou  h. Your OWN judgment? 

How do you feel about...

...etc...

Science

...etc...

Beginnings of life

...etc...

Religion

1. In what religion were you raised?.......

DnomNow 2. And now?

No religion

AME

Baptist

Catholic

Churches of Christ

Congregationalist

Episcopalian/ Anglican

Jewish

Jehovah's Witnesses

Hindu

LDS

Lutheran

Methodist

Muslim

Nondenominational Christian

Orthodox

Pentecostal

Presbyterian

Seventh Day Adventist

Pagan

3. How often did you attend religious services when you were growing up?  And now?

ChGoNow Now:

Never

Less than once a year

Once a year

Several times a year

Monthly

Two or 3 times a month

Nearly every week

Weekly

Daily

...etc...

Right or wrong?

...etc...

Abortion

...etc...

Worries

...etc...

Public policy

...etc...

About you

Sex Are you...

Male

Female

Are  you... 

eWhite White

eBlack Black/ African American

eLatin Latino/a

eAsian Asian

eNatv Native American

eNEC Other

bUSA Were you born in the USA?

Yes

No

...

Education now, and your future plans...

EdNow Now:

10th grade or less

11th grade

GED

12th grade

Some college, no degree

Associate degree

BA, BS

MA, MS, LLB

MD

PhD

EdPlan Plans:

(No more, I'm finished.)

High school diploma/ GED

Associate degree

BA, BS

MA, MS, LLB

MD

PhD

Urban What size city or town do you live in?

Farm, ranch, in the country

Village (under 1,000 people)

Country town (up to 20,000)

Middle-sized city (up to 100,000) 

City (up to 500,000)

Metropolitan area (over 500,000)

Marr Are you...

Now married

Never married

Never married, but living with a partner

Divorced or separated

Divorced or separated, but living with a partner

Widowed

Widowed, but living with a partner

Last week what were you doing?    >> Please check all that apply

wFT Working full-time for pay

wPT Working part-time for pay

wHol With a job but not at work due to temporary illness, holidays, or strike

wUnemp Unemployed, laid off, looking for work

wRet Retired

wUni At school, college, or university

wHome Homemaker, keeping house

     wDisabl Permanently disabled, unable to work

Your present or most recent job... 

>>If not working now, tell about your last regular job

wWho Who do you work for...

Self-employed; in partnership; own business or farm

Employee of own incorporated business

Work for a private company or business

Federal, State or local government employee

Employee of non-profit organization

wStat b. What kind of work do you do? If retired, please tell us what you used to do... 

Higher professional (examples: doctor, electrical engineer, university scientist, secondary school teacher, lawyer, clergy)

Higher manager (examples: business executive, high government official)

Technical and lower professional (examples: nurse, artist, primary teacher, lab tech)?

Clerical or administrative (examples: secretary, clerk, office manager, civil servant, bookkeeper)?

Sales (examples: sales manager, shop owner, shop assistant, insurance agent)?

Service (examples: restaurant owner, policeman, waitress, barber, janitor)?

Skilled worker (examples: foreman, motor mechanic, printer, tailor, electrician)?

Semi-skilled worker (bus driver, cannery worker, carpenter, metal worker, baker)?

Unskilled worker (examples: labourer, porter, unskilled factory worker)?

Farm (farmer, farm labourer, cowboy)?

Homemaker; not working for pay?

Super  Do you supervise anyone who is directly responsible to you?

Yes

No

...

YearBorn1 

MonthBorn1 

DayBorn1

Standard of living

...etc...

Thinking about gross income before taxes -- including pay, pensions, fringe benefits, Social Security, medical care, welfare and all other government benefits and assistance. Please tell us about how much you actually get...

  yFam   You and spouse           yYou  You alone         

None                                          

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

$25,000

$30,000

$35,000

$40,000

$45,000

$50,000

$55,000

$60,000

$65,000

$70,000

$75,000

$80,000

$90,000

$100,000

$125,000

$150,000

$200,000

$250,000

$300,000+

...

Thank you very much for filling out the questionnaire!

>> We know that it was a long questionnaire and that there have been some hard questions. But they were important and we really appreciate your dedication in seeing it through to the end.

>> We will get some results from the survey up on our web site beginning in about a week. Then more will come over the next year or two -- descriptive reports are quick but serious academic analyses take a good while. There are already lots of results from our Australian and international surveys there, which you might find interesting.

Visit us at:  www.international-survey.org

Or just Google:  international survey

>> If you would like to join our free email mailing list for reports as they come out, drop us a line at:  

reports_US2009A@international-survey.org 

>> Your co-operation has been a great help. Thanks again!

Any comments?
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